Teaching Notes for “Bud and Buzz” by Penny O’Loughlin.

“Bud and Buzz” weaves a rich narrative about resilience and the
beauty of nature’s rhythms through a shy rose named Bud and Buzz,
a bee. Buzz teaches Bud about the crucial process of pollination,
discovering how every small effort contributes to a grander cycle of
life. The story emphasizes the value of patience and perseverance,
teaching young readers the importance of enduring challenges to
eventually ‘blossom.

“Bud and Buzz” offers a meaningful lesson on friendship, the power

of resilience, and the patience needed to find one’s place in the sun.

Perfect for classroom discussions and nature-themed lessons, this
book will inspire children to value their connections to each other
and to the natural world.

Discussion:

Who are the main characters in the story? Why did you select this
book? What makes you think this book is going to be interesting?
What do you think the book is about?

Suggestions:

Consider Bud as a character. What are his emotions, desires, and
interactions like?

Analyse how Bud is described and how he evolves throughout the
story.

Look at Bud’s interactions with other characters like Buzz and the
garden creatures. How do these interactions define him as a
character?

Responding to the text: Discussion ideas:

Foundation: Discuss what Bud wants and how he feels about being
alone. What happens when he meets Buzz?

Year 1-2: Use a complex sentence to describe Bud’s feelings and
why he might feel that way. For example, “Bud feels lonely because
he wants to play with the butterflies and ladybugs but can’t.”

Year 3-4: Write a persuasive paragraph arguing why the garden is
the best place for Bud to grow.

Year 5-6: Write a discussion piece highlighting the main lessons in
the book about patience, resilience and embracing one’s unique
abilities. Include evidence from the text explaining how Bud’s
character develops through the themes presented.

Discuss whether Bud is a symbolic representation. What of?

Themes and Learning Objectives:
Resilience:

Theme Exploration: Bud experiences various challenges from
feeling unnoticed to weathering a storm. Despite these difficulties,
he learns to stay strong and hold tight, showing resilience.

Incorporation into Students lives: Encourage students to reflect on
their own experiences of overcoming challenges. How can they
apply the idea of resilience from Bud’s story to their own lives.
Discuss strategies for staying resilient in the face of difficulties,
such as asking for help, staying positive, and persisting through
tough times.

Patience:

Theme Exploration: Bud’s journey involves waiting for his time to
bloom and learning that growth and change take time. His patience
is rewarded when he finally blossoms and finds friendship.

Incorporation into Students Lives: Discuss how patience is
important in their daily lives, whether its waiting for a turn,
practicing a new skill or achieving long-term goals. Share ways to
develop patience, such as setting small goals, practicing
mindfulness, and understanding that progress takes time.

Importance of Nature/Pollination:

Theme Exploration: The story highlights the critical role of bees in
pollination and the interconnectedness of nature. Bud’s growth and
overall health of the garden depend on this relationship.

Incorporation into Students Lives: Encourage students to
appreciate and take care of the natural world around them. Discuss
simple actions they can take to protect the environment, like
recycling, planting flowers or supporting local wildlife. Connect the
importance of nature to their everyday experiences and encourage a
sense of responsibility for the environment.

Improvising on Text:
Discussion:

If you were Buzz, what advice would you give to Bud? How could you
help Bud? Rewrite the text and the advice given to the character Bud
from Buzz, giving examples from your own experiences.

Suggestions:

Brainstorm different characters to interact with Bud and Buzz. What
can this new character teach Bud & Buzz? How would this new
character’s story link to the themes already present?

Improvising on Text:

Foundation: As a class work together role-playing being the
butterfly, ladybug, and Buzz in the story. Illustrate one of the
character’s (or create a new one) adding a speech bubble with your
own words of encouragement for Bud.

Year 1-2: In small groups create a poster using diagrams to explain
the process of pollination and the role it plays in nature. Add in
ideas about how students can enhance our natural environment in
their daily lives.

Year 3-4: Create a new problem for Bud and for Buzz to help him
solve, on the theme of resilience. Present your solutions for this new
storyline either in written form as dialogue, performance, or an
illustrated comic-book format.

Questioning:

Before Reading: What do you think this book is about based on the
cover and title? Examine the illustrations and predict what the story
will be about. What might happen in the end?

During Reading:

Literal Questions: What kind of flower is Bud? How does Bud feel
when he first meets Buzz? What role does Buzz play in Bud’s life?

Inferential Questions: Why do you think that Bud is initially sad and
lonely? What do you think Buzz meant by seeing Bud’s heart
brimming with sweet nectar? How does Bud’s perspective change
from the beginning to the end of the story?

Be Myself Questions: What would you do if you were in Bud’s place?
How do you think Bud and Buzz’s friendship might inspire you? Have
you ever felt like Bud? How did you overcome it?

After Reading:

What were your favourite parts and not-so-favourite parts of the
book? Have you ever experienced something similar to Bud’s
journey? Share your experiences. How do you think understanding
the role of bees can help us appreciate nature more?

Reader’s Theatre:

Activity: Perform a scene from “Bud and Buzz” or improvise new
scenes based on the story. Act out dialogue between Bud and Buzz,
adding in new adventures, problems and solutions, settings, and
characters.

Suggestions: Assign roles and practice lines. Incorporate props or
costumes related to the garden and bees. Present the performance
to the class or to smaller groups.

Conclusion: “Bud and Buzz” offers a delightful blend of storytelling
and education, ideal for sparking curiosity in young readers. Use
these teaching notes to guide discussions, encourage creative
improvisation and deepen student’s understanding of resilience,
patience, and the importance of nature. Through engaging in Bud’s
story, students can learn valuable life lessons and develop a greater
appreciation for the natural world.



