Teaching Notes for The Wonder of Walt by Penny O’Loughlin
Overview: The Wonder of Walt is a beautifully crafted story that explores the sensory world of Walt, a worm with extraordinary abilities to feel the world around him through vibrations. Despite being different from the other worms, Walt’s heightened sensitivity allows him to understand and solve the problems of the forest. This book celebrates individuality, empathy, and the power of listening and understanding others' needs. It encourages children to embrace their uniqueness and find strength in their differences.
Discussion:
Who are the main characters in the story?
The main character is Walt, a worm with no eyes and no limbs, who experiences the world through heightened sensory vibrations. Other key characters include Antony Ant, Lily Ladybug, and their respective communities, each facing their own problems that Walt helps resolve.
Why did you choose this book? What makes you think this book will be interesting?
The Wonder of Walt offers a unique perspective through Walt's heightened sensitivity and allows children to explore the importance of empathy and listening. The engaging storyline combined with whimsical, vibrant illustrations makes it both fun and thought-provoking.
What do you think the book is about?
The story is about Walt, a worm who feels vibrations around him, which helps him understand the problems of other creatures in the forest. Through his sensory perception, Walt teaches others the value of listening and understanding each other's needs.
Suggestions for Exploring Characters:
Walt’s Character:
Explore Walt’s emotional journey: how does he feel about his abilities and how do they set him apart from other worms? 
Discuss how Walt’s sensory abilities are both a gift and a challenge, especially when he has to navigate the forest’s chaos.
How does Walt’s role change throughout the story? From feeling different to using his talents to restore balance, what lessons does Walt learn?
Antony Ant and Lily Ladybug:
Explore the problems that Antony Ant and Lily Ladybug face due to the environmental changes. Discuss how their communities rely on the resources around them.
How do Antony and Lily react to Walt’s help? Do they initially understand the value of Walt’s unique talents? How do their attitudes change by the end of the story?
Other Creatures:
Discuss the role of the other creatures in the forest. How do they support each other? Do they recognize Walt’s strengths?
How do the ants and ladybugs’ conflicts reflect common social issues, such as competition for resources and misunderstanding of others’ differences?
Responding to the Text:
Foundation (Early Learners):
Discuss how Walt feels about his special abilities. How do the other creatures feel about his talents at first? How do Walt's actions help others?
Encourage simple sentence responses: “Walt helps the ladybugs and ants by listening.”
Year 1-2:
Ask students to describe how Walt feels when he helps others. For example, "Walt feels happy when he helps others understand each other by listening closely to the vibrations around him."
Focus on simple character emotions and cause-and-effect relationships in the story.
Year 3-4:
Have students write a persuasive paragraph about why Walt’s ability to sense vibrations is important in solving the forest’s problems.
Encourage them to use examples from the story: "Walt’s unique ability allows him to help the ladybugs and ants understand each other and find a solution."
Year 5-6:
Ask students to write a discussion piece on how Walt’s talents help bring balance to the forest. Include evidence from the text to explain how Walt's sensory abilities resolve the conflict.
Encourage analysis of the deeper themes in the story: empathy, communication, and the value of being different.
Themes and Learning Objectives:
Embracing Uniqueness:
Theme Exploration: Walt’s story emphasizes the value of embracing one's uniqueness, even when it seems different or strange. His heightened sensitivity allows him to see things others miss and play an essential role in restoring balance to the forest.
Incorporation into Students’ Lives: Encourage students to think about their own special traits. How can they use their differences as strengths? Discuss how everyone has something unique to contribute, just as Walt does.
The Power of Listening and Empathy:
Theme Exploration: The story demonstrates that by listening to the vibrations of the world, Walt is able to help others see their own problems and find solutions. Walt’s ability to empathize with others and understand their needs allows him to bring peace to the forest.
Incorporation into Students’ Lives: Teach students the importance of empathy and active listening. Discuss how listening carefully to others can help solve problems and build stronger communities. How can students use their listening skills to help others?
Turning Challenges into Strengths:
Theme Exploration: Walt’s sensory abilities, which seem to be a burden at first, become his greatest strength when used to understand the needs of the other creatures. This shows that challenges can be transformed into strengths with the right perspective.
Incorporation into Students’ Lives: Ask students about their own challenges. How can they use their strengths to overcome these challenges? Discuss strategies for viewing problems from different angles and finding creative solutions.
Collaboration and Community:
Theme Exploration: As the story progresses, Walt helps foster understanding and cooperation between the ants and ladybugs, showing how working together can solve bigger problems.
Incorporation into Students’ Lives: Discuss the importance of teamwork. How can students collaborate in their daily lives, whether in school, at home, or in their communities? What can they learn from Walt about helping others see things from different perspectives?
Improvising on Text:
Discussion:
If you were Walt, how would you feel about being different from the other worms? How would you explain your abilities to others?
How would you feel about helping the ants and ladybugs? What advice would you give someone who feels misunderstood or left out?
Suggestions for Brainstorming:
What other characters might have unique abilities that could complement Walt's talents? How could these characters interact with Walt and the creatures in the forest?
Create new scenarios where Walt helps others in different ways. How do the forest creatures learn to appreciate Walt's uniqueness?
Improvisation:
Foundation (Early Learners): Role-play being Walt in various situations. Discuss how Walt’s abilities help others. Illustrate new adventures where Walt’s unique talents help solve a problem.
Year 1-2: Create a drawing of Walt helping the other creatures. Label the different parts of the picture that show how his vibrations help solve the problem.
Year 3-4: Develop a new challenge for Walt. Write a short scene where Walt uses his talents to help another creature in need.
Year 5-6: Write a narrative or comic strip where Walt’s abilities help another part of the forest. How does Walt’s sensory perception help him solve a new problem?
Questioning:
Before Reading:
What do you think makes Walt different from the other worms? How do you think Walt will use his abilities to help the other creatures?
How might feeling vibrations be a gift or a challenge?
During Reading:
Literal Questions: What is unique about Walt? How do his abilities help him interact with the forest and its creatures?
Inferential Questions: Why do you think the other creatures initially don’t understand Walt’s abilities? How does Walt’s perspective help them?
Be Myself Questions: How would you feel if you were Walt, having a special talent that others don’t understand? What makes Walt different from the other worms, and how do his differences become his strength?
After Reading:
What was your favourite part of the story? How did Walt use his unique talents to help others?
How did the ants and ladybugs change by the end of the story? What lessons can we learn from Walt’s actions?
Reader’s Theatre:
Activity: Perform a scene from The Wonder of Walt where Walt helps the ladybugs and ants understand each other’s perspectives. Encourage students to use sound effects to represent the vibrations Walt feels.
Suggestions: Assign roles for Walt, Antony Ant, Lily Ladybug, and other forest creatures. Use props or costumes (e.g., antennae for the ants, wings for the ladybugs) to enhance the performance.
Conclusion:
The Wonder of Walt is an inspiring and heartwarming story that teaches the value of empathy, individuality, and collaboration. Through Walt’s journey, students will learn how to embrace their unique qualities and use them to help others. By fostering a deeper understanding of different perspectives, this book encourages children to appreciate what makes them special and how they can make a positive impact on the world around them.

